The title compound was prepared by adding phenylmagnesium bromide to 1 -oxo-2-cyclohexene-2-carbonitrile followed by tert-butyldimethylsilyl chloride [1] . It was recrystallized from hot hexane.
served. Data collection was terminated. We did not truncate for the sake of speed, or in order to improve R. Other crystals are not expected to yield better results since the disorder is inherent and not an artifact of crystal growth. One of the ring carbons had two positions. They were modeled with equal populations. Nondisordered hydrogen atoms were placed in idealized positions (ί/iso = 1 2i/eq of the attached atom). Two sets of hydrogen atoms were determined for the ring carbons (C(3) and C(5)) on either side of the disordered ring carbon, and given populations of 0.5 and placed in idealized positions (U lso = 0.6Ueq of the attached atom). The hydrogen atoms for the disordered carbon (C(4) and C(8)) were given populations of 0.5 and were placed in idealized positions (t/iso = 1.2£/eq of the attached atom).
Discussion
Nucleophilic conjugate addition to α,β-unsaturated nitriles is poorly understood. We are exploring the fundamental reactivity of these Michael acceptors, having used sulfur and selenium nucleophiles [2] , as well as dithiane-and dithiane-S-oxide-derived carbanions [3] . l-oxo-2-alkene-2-carbonitriles are exceptional Michael acceptors that react conjugately with Grignard reagents [ 1 ] . The compound has the half-chair conformation typical of cyclohexenes [4] . Ring mobility is evident from the disordered conformations, with C(4) positioned on the upper face and C(8) on the lower. The phenyl substituent adopts an axial-like orientation in both conformations often observed in allylic systems [5] , presumably to minimize steric interactions with the adjacent nitrile group. C(1)=C (2) is similar to the enaminonitrile we reported [6] (1-343(5) Ä and 1.351(4) A for the corresponding C=C-0 and C=C-N systems, respectively). The C(l)-C (7) bond between the nitrile and the adjacent carbon is shorter in these heteroatom-substituted α,β-unsaturated nitriles (1.415(5) A and 1.425(4) A for the corresponding C=C-0 and C=C-N systems, respectively) than the saturated analogues [ 1.462(5) A (indolizidine, [7] ) and 1.474(4) A (quinolizidine, [8] ) for related NC-C-C-N systems], indicating a considerable degree of conjugation between the nitrile and alkene π-electrons. 
